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December Meeting

Field Trips

Hogs on the Lam: Large, Intelligent, Invasive
and in your Back Forty

Everyone is welcome to participate in any field trip. Bring
your friends. Carpooling for out-of-town trips is arranged
at the meeting place; there is no charge other than to
share gasoline costs. Phone the trip leader if you have
any questions. Participants are free to depart early if they
wish. Members with FRS radios should bring them on out
of
town
trips.
Check
our
website
at
www.saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca for last minute
changes or cancellations and to download checklists. Bus
Information: 306-975-3100.
Many of our trip destinations are described in the 3rd
edition of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around
Saskatoon” available from:

Ryan Brook
7:30 PM Thursday, December 13
Room 106, Biology Bldg., U. of S. campus
Ryan Brook grew up on a farm in southern Manitoba and
was fascinated by both farming and wildlife. Now, as an
Associate Professor in the College of Agriculture and
Bioresources, he is captivated by the interactions
between wildlife and agriculture: this leads him to work
on many things, among them wild boar and feral pigs.
Ryan will talk about the biology of wild pigs and their
rapid increase in population here and around the world.
He will talk about the problems that they cause and his
team’s current research. He will also discuss what might
be done to curtail their activities.

www.saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca/books/nature_viewing_sites.html.

Saturday, December 1, 9:00 AM–5:00 PM
Gardiner Dam Birding
We will look for ducks, geese, gulls and eagles. Dress
warmly and bring a lunch.
Meet on the west side of the parking lot west of the
Sports on Tap bar north of Western Development
Museum. https://goo.gl/maps/MyshGfcWzey
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at
8:31 AM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum
about 8:50 AM.
Leader: Robert Johanson (306-653-2610).

Sunday, January 13, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Chorney acreage bird feeders
Night shot of the mysterious creatures.
---------------------------------------------------------------

Book Sale
Prior to the December 13th Meeting
7:00- 7:30 pm
in front of Rm 106 Biology
Thanks to several of our members who have donated
books on nature-related topics.

We plan to visit this acreage south of the city which had
the highest concentration of birds found during
Saskatoon’s Boxing Day bird count.
Meet on the west side of the parking lot west of the
Sports on Tap bar north of Western Development
Museum. https://goo.gl/maps/MyshGfcWzey
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at
8:31 AM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum
about 8:50 AM.
Leader: Marten Stoffel (306-230-9291)
More field trips on page 2
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President’s Message
We have an early start to winter this year, but there is no
need to hibernate as the Field Trip Committee has been
busy planning trips, and there are several bird counts in
our area in December and early January. See the
newsletter for more information. You will note that some
of our field trips are scheduled for members only. If you
are not a member, we encourage you to become one.
Members receive discounts to three local businesses:
Don’s Photos, Early’s, and Wild Birds Unlimited. See the
newsletter for details.
Your membership helps support our nature education
efforts through financial support to the Young Naturalist
Program, which is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary, and
our Kids in Nature Grants. In 2018, we granted $2500 in
total to two programs that provided several hundred local
school-age children with opportunities to engage in
nature and supported Meewasin’s Dark Sky Night at
Beaver Creek.
Being a member helps strengthen our voice when
addressing conservation issues, and in our talks with civic
decision makers. We have provided input to several long
range planning initiatives including the City’s Green
Infrastructure Strategy, and recently provided input about
upgrades to the portion of the Meewasin Trail from the
new Children’s Discovery Museum to the Shakespeare on
the Saskatchewan site.
Thanks to our current members for your ongoing support.
If your membership is up for renewal you will receive an
email from Claire Bullaro. If you receive a hard copy of
the newsletter the expiry date of your newsletter is on
the mailing label. Please consider renewing now if your
membership is due for renewal. It helps manage our
costs, and reduces volunteer time to send out reminders.
You can use the membership form at the end of the
newsletter or bring it to the membership table at the next
meeting. You may also pay electronically by e-transfer.
Details about membership options, including opting for an
electronic
newsletter,
membership
in
Nature
Saskatchewan, and donations to our funds including the
Kids in Nature Fund are found on the back page of this
newsletter. Thank you for your continued support if you
have already renewed your membership.
Starting January, 2019, our meetings move to Room 1130,
a lecture theatre in the new E-wing of Health Sciences on

Campus as construction continues in the Biology Building.
Information about how to access the new location will be
provided in the January newsletter and on our website.
The room is easily accessible from the new Health
Sciences parkade or from parking lot 1 across from Place
Riel or by City bus.
Feel free to contact me at 306-249-0468 or
president@saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca if you have any
questions.
Have a safe, happy holiday season, and all the best in
2019.
Valerie Martz

Field Trips cont’d
Sunday Jan. 20, 2:15 PM – 3:15 PM
Living Sky Wildlife Rehabilitation Facility Visit
A chance to see the recently constructed aviaries and
squirrel cage and learn how this charity looked after
over 900 injured and orphaned birds and wild
animals during this past year with a goal of releasing
them back to the wild.
Meet at 100 Rayner Avenue in Sutherland, 1 block
west of Central Avenue at 115th St.
Bus: Route 26 Forest Grove departs University
terminal at 2:08 pm and arrives at 115th St and
Rayner Avenue (just past the RR crossing) about 2:15
pm. Walk 2 houses north on Rayner Avenue to the
white 2-storey house.
Leader: Jan Shadick (306-281-0554)
Sunday, January 27, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Snowy Owl Census
We plan to drive a 60 km census route to count Snowy
Owls from Milden to Elrose. Most years, there is a high
concentration of Snowys along this route. Total distance
travelled will be about 300 km. Car pools will be arranged.
Bring lunch or buy lunch in Elrose. In case weather
prediction is poor, phone leader the previous evening to
check if trip will be affected.
Meet at Esso gas station parking lot at highway 7 and 11th
St W
Leader: Marten Stoffel (306-231-9291)
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February 9 and 10
Winter Owling Expedition
We plan to explore some backroads near Hudson
Bay, Saskatchewan to search for Great Gray, Barred
or Hawk Owls. To apply to participate in this
members-only field trip, send an email to
trips@saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca
prior
to
Monday, January 28. Space is limited. You will be
sent more details including requirements needed to
participate in this trip.

Golden Eagles
Winter Program December 2018
The Golden Eagles is a sub-group of Saskatoon Nature
Society. Most of us are ‘seniors’ but we invite anyone
interested in birds and the many aspects of our natural,
cultural and historic heritage to join our field trips.
Participants should be members of the Saskatoon Nature
Society and consider membership in Nature
Saskatchewan, our provincial affiliate.
Contact trip leader if you have any questions.
Friday, December 7, 10:00 am. (note day change to
Friday)
Wine Kitz, 116 Ave. B north
Please meet at the site
Leader: Ron Jensen (1-306-741-7537)
Lunch at Great Buffet of China, 302-22nd Street West
If you plan to do lunch please contact
Hilda Voth (306-242-0198) by Tuesday, Dec. 4.

Saskatoon Area Christmas Bird Counts
Christmas bird counts are conducted within 15 mile
diameter circles during the Christmas season. Results of
these counts are published in Nature Saskatchewan’s Blue
Jay magazine. Several bird counts are planned within 1 – 2
hours driving distance of Saskatoon. If you wish to
participate in any of the following counts, please register
as early as possible by using the url link or other contact
information listed for each count.
Clark’s Crossing
(Warman, Martensville, Osler, North Saskatoon)
Sat. Dec. 15 - John Patterson (306-249-0468)
https://goo.gl/forms/gYQubya5RhmJwTIG2
email: jrpatterson@shaw.ca

Qu’Appelle Dam (Elbow)
Sun. Dec. 16 – Michael Williams (306-242-5383)
Gardiner Dam
Mon. Dec. 17 - Guy Wapple (306-249-3280)
email: gswap@sasktel.net
Borden/Radisson
Fri. Dec. 21 – Text Kyron Giroux (306-281-6996)
email: kyrongiroux@gmail.com
Saskatoon
Wed. Dec. 26 - Stan Shadick (306-652-5975)
https://goo.gl/forms/gYQubya5RhmJwTIG2
email: trips@saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca
Compiler: John Patterson.
CBC for Kids
Thu. Dec. 27 - Greg Fenty (306-343-6943)
Held at Beaver Creek between 9:30 am and 3:30 pm.
All ages welcome.
email: greg.fenty@gmail.com
Pike lake
Sat Jan. 5 Text/phone Murray Morgan (306-290-4078)
email: bevnmurray@gmail.com.
Compiler: John Patterson.

Seeking a Volunteer
We are seeking a SNS member who has experience in
developing websites using one of the commercial online
website builders. The goal is to develop a new website for
the Society that can be easily updated, and will allow for
online registrations.
We have someone who has
volunteered to help maintain the website once it has
been redesigned.
Please contact Valerie Martz at
president@saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca or Stan Shadick
stan.shadick@usask.ca for more information.

Don’t forget to pre-order your copy of “Birds of
Saskatchewan” by Dec. 15. Call the Nature
Saskatchewan office at 1-800-667-4668. If you indicate
that you will pick up your copy at a local society meeting
you will save the $20 shipping fee.
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Young Naturalists
The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids
and their families. Each program offers interesting
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Enrolment
is limited on most programs and often programs fill up
over a month in advance, so register early. To register or
for more information e-mail:
saskatoonnaturekids@gmail.com.
Visit the Young Naturalists’ website for detailed
information about the upcoming programs or to check
out
our
monthly
NatureKids
newsletter
at
www.saskatoonzoosociety.ca/programs/youngnaturalists/

Between 10:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. we will be counting the
birds and contributing to Citizen Science studies of bird
biodiversity.
At the top of each hour we will head out for about 30-45
minutes to look for birds. Then we’ll head back indoors
and warm up with some cookies and hot chocolate. We’ll
discuss birding tips and how to use binoculars. Stay for
one round of bird counting or come for the whole day!
Dress warmly and bring your binoculars. We have lots of
spare sets of binoculars to loan out if you don’t have
any. You don’t need to be an expert on birds. This is a
great way to learn about winter birds and birdwatching.
Young Naturalists celebrates 50 years

Canadian Tire Money
The Nature Society accepts donations of Canadian Tire
Money. The “cash” is used to help the Young Naturalists
program purchase supplies. Since 2014 the Young
Naturalists have purchased over $140.00 worth of
supplies using Canadian Tire Money. Thank you for the
donations and keep those colourful bills coming!
Upcoming Young Naturalists Programs:
Saturday, December 1
Paper Making Workshop
Thursday, December 27
Christmas Bird Count for Kids
Saturday, January 19
Tracks and Scats
Saturday, February 2
Chickadee Pishing
CBC4Kids Christmas Bird Count for Kids
Thursday, December 27, 2018
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Beaver Creek Conservation Area
(13 km south on highway 219)
Meet at the Interpretation Centre
NO REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for this FREE come-andgo program that is open to EVERYONE of all ages.
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The Young Naturalists celebrate their 50th Anniversary. Thank
you to all of the coordinators over the years.

"Kids in Nature" Grant Program
In November and December the Saskatoon Nature Society
will take applications for the Kids in Nature Grant. This
grant was established to strengthen existing programs
and encourage new initiatives that connect youth in the
Saskatoon area with nature. The Saskatoon Nature
Society has set aside approximately $2000.00 for this
year’s Kids in Nature grant. Application deadline is
December 31, 2018.
Information and application
available in November on the Saskatoon Nature Society
website:
http://www.saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca/kids-innature.html

The Young Naturalists and Meewasin are hosting our fifth
annual CBC4Kids – A Christmas Bird Count for Kids.
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Piping Plover Poetry
Fri, Jan 4th & Sat, Jan 5th (National Bird Day), 2019
Doors at 7:30pm, show at 8:00pm, $20
Saskatoon Academy of Music, 629 - 1st Ave N, Saskatoon
Join local birder and artist Ryan J. Bradshaw for an
evening of poetry, storytelling, puppetry, and photos, all
about the endangered Piping Plover! 50% of tickets sales
will be used to support conservation efforts in
Saskatchewan.
Please
contact
Ryan
at corby80@hotmail.com for tickets.

Announcements
Limited Edition Nature Society Toques
Don’t be left out in the cold! Nature Society toques are
coming soon. These heather-grey knit toques feature the
Nature Society avocet logo and are guaranteed to make
you look stylish while birding this winter. Toques are
$25.00 (payable when the toques arrive), but supply is
limited. Reserve your limited edition toque today by emailing greg.fenty@gmail.com or by phone at 306-3708839 before December 15, 2018.

Reminder:
Saskatoon Nature Society Members are eligible for the
following discounts:
 Early’s Farm and Garden Centre provides a 10%
discount on regular-priced seed, birdhouses and
books;
 Wild Birds Unlimited provides a 10% discount on
many regular-priced items;
 Don’s Photo offers a discount on photo-finishing.

Upcoming Displays
We had a very successful display at the Reflections of
Nature Art Show in September. Thank you to all the
volunteers who staffed our display and made it successful.
We have four more displays planned in the coming
months. Be sure to mark your calendar:
Saturday, January 26, 2019
Sunday, February 3
March 29 -31, 2019
April 26-28, 2019

Gone Wild for Wildlife
Heritage Festival
GardenScape
Living Green Expo

Please e-mail greg.fenty@gmail.com if you are interested
in volunteering for any of these displays.

SNS Monthly Meetings to be Relocated
Location is being moved
Starting in January, 2019 our monthly meetings will be
held in the following lecture theatre:
Room 1130, Health Sciences E-wing, at the U. of S.
Campus.
Maps will be shown at the December meeting, posted at
the SNS website and included in the January newsletter.

Saskatoon Fall Bird Count, Sep 8th, 2018
Thirty-four participants contended with rain showers and
wind for part of the day, but still managed a total species
count (142) that was six higher than the long-term
average (LTA). Single individuals of three seldom-seen
species were observed: Blackburnian Warbler, Prairie
Falcon and Whooping Crane. For each species it was only
the third sighting on the Fall Count since 1995.
All-time (since 1995) high counts were recorded for Ringnecked Duck (253), Lesser Scaup (609), Common
Nighthawk (3), Forster’s Tern (10), Common Grackle
(623), Bay-breasted Warbler (6) and Yellow Warbler (48).
Mountain Bluebirds were at an 8-year high (84), but still
only 74% of their LTA.
Some long-term trends are noticeable when 5-year
average counts since 1995 are compared. The most
general decline is among sparrows where all but Vesper
and Lincoln’s Sparrow have declined at least 50 %. The
most significant declines (1995-99 average, 2014-18
average) are American Tree Sparrow (14, 1), Dark-eyed
Junco (266, 11), Harris’s Sparrow (18, 1), Song Sparrow
(26, 8) and Swamp Sparrow (9, 1). Other declining species
include Greater White-fronted Goose (1895, 292),
Western Grebe (60, 8), Black-bellied Plover (12, 1),
Pectoral Sandpiper (22, 2), Bonaparte’s Gull (33, 5),
American Crow (3059, 919), Mountain Bluebird (239, 46)
and Rusty Blackbird (11, 0).
Among notable long-term upward trends (1995-99
average, 2014-18 average) are Hooded Merganser (4, 20),
Gray Partridge (7, 34), Mourning Dove (35, 273), Killdeer
(39, 136), Semipalmated Sandpiper (2, 19), Franklin’s Gull
(488, 1496), Downy Woodpecker (4, 15), Vireos (3, 16),
Common Raven (11, 68), Gray Catbird (5, 36) and House
Finch (8,76).
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Saskatoon Nature Society
Newsletter
Mailing address:
Box 448, RPO University
Saskatoon, SK S7N 4J8
Website:
www.SaskatoonNatureSociety.sk.ca
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety

The deadline for the January Newsletter is December 18.
Please send any announcements or articles to Kathy
Meeres. email: godmee@sasktel.net phone: 306-3438590. The publisher would appreciate if articles are
complete and submitted electronically.

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You can create a folder in your email system to
save your back issues of the newsletters. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and volunteer time and you will get information
more quickly and get pictures in colour.
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you.

Chairs and Coordinators
Brochure
Coffee
Display
Facebook Editor
Field Trips
Golden Eagles
Membership
Newsletter
Publisher
Mailing
Mailing List
e-distribution
Program
Publications
Publicity
Webmaster
Young Naturalists

Mary Jean Roy .................306-665-0987
Hilda Voth........................306-242-0198
Greg Fenty .......................306-370-8839 .................. greg.fenty@gmail.com
Sara Bryson ..................... ........................................ demeter187@hotmail.com
Stan Shadick ....................306-652-5975 .................. stan.shadick@usask.ca
Hilda Noton .....................306-374-0674 .................. nottshill@sasktel.net
Michael Williams .............306-242-5383
Kathy Meeres ..................306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net
Bev Beland.......................306-445-3439
Claire Bullaro ...................306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net
Claire Bullaro ...................306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net
Peter Flood ......................306-652-0486 .................. peter.flood@usask.ca
Greg Fenty .......................306-370-8839 .................. greg.fenty@gmail.com
Ron Jensen ......................306-665-8248 .................. rjes@shaw.ca
Branimir Gjetvaj ..............306-220-5703 .................. branimir@shaw.ca
Greg Fenty .......................306-370-8839 .................. saskatoonnaturekids@gmail.com
Board of Directors

President
Past President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Valerie Martz...................306-249-0468 .................. vmartz@shaw.ca
Marten Stoffel .................306-230-9291 .................. asio.otus@sasktel.net
Sara Bryson ..................... ........................................ demeter187@hotmail.com
Kathy Meeres ..................306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net
Yvonne Cuttle ..................306-374-5228 .................. cuttyg@shaw.ca
Alice Hiller ....................... ........................................ hiller841@hotmail.com
Robert Johanson .............306-653-2610 .................. robert.johanson@usask.ca
Greg Fenty .......................306-370-8839 .................. greg.fenty@gmail.com
Stan Shadick ....................306-652-5975 .................. stan.shadick@usask.ca
Guy Wapple.....................306-249-3280 .................. gswap@sasktel.net
Joe Stookey .....................306-229-7499 .................. joseph.stookey@usask.ca

The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring
an item to the attention of the board, please contact the president
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DECEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Gardiner Dam
Birding.
YN: Paper Making

2

3

4

5

6

7
GE: Wine
Kitz

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
Clark’s
Crossing BC

21
Borden/
Radisson
BC
28

22

December
Meeting
16
Qu’Appelle
Dam BC

17
Gardiner
Dam BC

18

19

23

24

25

26
Saskatoon BC

30

20

27

29

YN: Christmas
Bird Count
for Kids

31

JANUARY
1

2

3

4

5
Pike Lake BC

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
Chorney
Acreage

14

15

16

17
January
Meeting

18

19
YN: Tracks and
Scats

20
Living Sky
Rehab Visit

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
Snowy Owl
Census

28

29

30

31
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Membership Renewals: All SNS memberships expire on December 31; failure to renew by then may interrupt delivery of your
Newsletter. Check the upper right corner of your mailing label to see the year your membership expires. New memberships
paid after July 1 will continue through the following year. Donations qualify for a tax receipt. Mail in your completed form or
bring it to the next meeting.

Membership in the Saskatoon Nature Society

The Saskatoon Nature Society publishes ten newsletters per year informing members of field trips and other
activities. Except in the summer, monthly meetings present speakers on a wide range of nature related topics.

□ Renewal
□ Individual $20/yr

Please check:
Membership Category:

□ New Member
□ Family $30/yr

□ Change of address
□ Junior (<19yrs) $5/yr

Date:
Name(s) (please print neatly):
(Names/Ages of Children):
Address:
Postal Code:
email:

□

Phone:
I would like to receive the SNS Newsletter electronically via email at the above address. You will help the
Society save on postage and printing costs.

Membership fee ...................................................... $

/yr x

year(s) (one to five) = $

Donation (designate a fund if desired)

□

□ Conservation and Education

Kids in Nature

□ Nature Capital

□ General Fund

One-time donation: ........................................................................................................................................ $
Monthly donation:................ $

/month

For a monthly donation, either (a) attach a cheque marked “VOID” and we will send you a Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD)
form to be completed and returned to start the process, or (b) download the PAD form from our website
(SaskatoonNatureSociety.sk.ca), complete the form and attach a cheque marked “VOID” and mail to the address below.
Option: Membership in Nature Saskatchewan (see below) .......................................................................... $
TOTAL (please make your cheque payable to Saskatoon Nature Society)................................................... $
Mail to: Treasurer, Saskatoon Nature Society, Box 448, RPO University, Saskatoon, SK S7N 4J8
payment may be made by e-transfer to Treasurer: treasurer@saskatoonnaturesociety.sk.ca

or

Membership in Nature Saskatchewan
The Saskatoon Nature Society is affiliated with the provincial society, Nature Saskatchewan, but membership is separate
and the fee schedule is different. Renewing your provincial membership through SNS earns us a $2 commission. Nature
Saskatchewan is a strong advocate for conservation and education in the province. Benefits of membership include the
quarterly journal Blue Jay, and spring and fall meets at various locations in the province. More information is available on
their web site: www.naturesask.ca. Note: multi-year Nature Saskatchewan memberships are no longer available.
Category
Individual
Family
Student
Senior (>64yrs)
Foreign
Organization

Electronic

□
□
□
□
□
□

$25
$30
$25
$25
$30
$30

Print

□ $40
□ $45
□ $35
□ $35
□ $60
□ $60

□

New Member

□

Renewal
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